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BOOK REVIEWS. 



All book reviews are by the editor in chief unless otherwise expressly- 
stated. 



A Treatise on Pacts, or The Weight and Value of Evidence. By 

Chas. C. Moore, Northport, Long Island, N. Y. Edward Thomp- 
son Company. 1908. Two Volumes. Price $12.00 delivered. 

"Facts are stubborn things," Le Sage says in Gil Bias. Many a 
lawyer has found them so, when they seemed to be massed against 
him, and the power to weigh them, separate them and differentiate 
them not in his reach. 

In these two original and very readable volumes the author has 
rendered their possessor able to easily find judicial authority and 
collected instances from many viewpoints upon the trustworthiness 
and untrustworthiness of evidence and the rules for determining its 
probative weight. A vast scope of reading, a power of judicious se- 
lection, and a logical method of arrangement, is apparent to even 
the most casual reader, and the more carefully the books are exam- 
ined, the more valuable they appear. We know of no work which 
can take the place of this. As a supplement and aid to the great 
treatises on Evidence it stands unique. One can turn from theory 
to practical application and for ready reference and quick use in jury 
trials no work on Evidence can take its place. 

As a mere literary work it can be commended and the chapter on 
Memory is at the same time philosophical and entertaining. We 
have seldom seen a mere "law book" which afforded more actual 
pleasure in its perusal. 



The Science of Jurisprudence — A treatise in which the growth of 
primitive law is unfolded by the historical method and its ele- 
ments classified anti defined by the analytical. By Hannis Tay- 
lor, L. L. D. (Edinburg & Dublin), Author of the Origin and 
Growth of the English Constitution, International Public Law, 
etc., formerly Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States to 
Spain. New York. The MacMillan Co., 1908. Price $3.50 net. 

Any book upon jurisprudence bearing the name of Hannis Tay- 
lor as its author would at once command attention. The present 
work is one absolutely original in method of treatment, and making, 
what at first glance might be considered a dull and well worn sub- 
ject, as keenly interesting alike to lawyer and layman, as if written 
for entertainment of the one, as well as for the instruction of the 
other. To the treatment of his subject Mr. Taylor brings a pro- 
fundity of learning and depth of research: Coupled with these is 
an earnestness and zeal in his subject and a style of clearness and 
beauty which compels alike interest and admiration. The comparison 
drawn between the Roman and the Teutonic systems, unfolding the 
coincidences and likenesses of these two great world codes, leads 
the writer to a novel treatment of the blending now going on be- 
tween them in the State Systems of Continental Europe, Latin 
America and in our own State of Louisiana. Out of the blending of 
the Roman and English Law. the writer for the first time in the 
science of jurisprudence shows the clear way in which one seems to 
envelop the other. The two may be compared to a watch — the 
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outer case being the English public law — including jury trials in 
criminal cases — whilst the interior "works" with all the niceties of 
the family relations, contracts, trusts, equity, etc., is Roman private 
law. 

A generalization of this kind, far reaching and entirely new, is a 
key to the thoroughness of the author's method. He begins with the 
Historical, contrasting that with the Analytical method; then de- 
fining Jurisprudence he briefly sketches the five great original law 
systems — Chinese, Mohammedan, Hindu, Roman and English, and 
dismissing the first three with a short review, he proceeds to treat 
of Roman law in its external history; then the English law in the 
same way; then the English law in the United States, and the com- 
bination of the Roman and English law. Having thus sketched the 
history of the law systems, the author proceeds by the analytical 
method to classify and define the elements that enter into them and 
dividing them into law proper or State Law; law by analogy or Interna- 
tional Law, he concludes with a chapter on International Rules to prevent 
conflict of laws. 

The hand of a master is apparent in these last chapters, for our 
author is on familiar ground, but the most interesting portion of the 
work in our opinion, is the historical, which unfolds, groups and 
elucidates the great law systems of the world in the most concise 
and yet most thorough method. The book is an epoch making one, 
and must take a high place amongst philosophical treaties upon Ju- 
risprudence. Appended to it is a reprint of a tract of Pelatiah Web- 
ster of Philadelphia, in which the author finds the germ of our Fed- 
eral Constitution — it being first printed in 1783. But Webster may 
have seen the Virginia Constitution of 1776, which in part at least 
anticipates some of his principles. The tract is a curious and inter- 
esting "find," to say the least of it. 



The Encyclopedia of United States Supreme Court Reports, being a 
Complete Encyclopedia of All the Case Law of the Federal Su- 
preme Court up to and including Volume 206, U. S. Supreme 
Court Reports (Book 51, Lawyer's Edition), under the Editorial 
Supervision of Thomas Johnson Michie, Vol. 1. The Michie Com- 
pany, Law Publishers. Charlottesville, Virginia. 1908. Price 
$6.00. 

The old adage about "finding the law" has now become an axiom. 
In the vast multiplication of law reports, he who tries to find his 
law by a search of the books themselves, becomes as bewildered as 
a stranger lost in a Sahara sandstorm. And many of the so-called 
digests, hastily and crudely gotten up, add to the confusion of the 
searcher; for digesting is no longer a mere compilation and indexing. 
It has become a scientific branch of legal bookmaking. It must not 
only be accurate, complete and thorough; but the writer must under- 
stand the best method of analytical arrangement, and the readiest 
way to appeal alike to the eye and the intellect. He must understand 
in some way the different aspects in which men look at the same 
subject, and prepare his book so as to meet their various viewpoints. 

The skilled craftsmen who have prepared the present volume seem 
to possess all of the characteristics for the rquirements we have 
mentioned, and their work has been supervised by one of the ablest 
law editors in this country. Carefully prepared, accurately compiled, 
they have not only made a digest, but a great law book, whose law is 
neither the opinion nor the ideas of the writer, but the decisions of 



